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SUMMARY

Corby Glen Parish Council has requested that South Kesteven District Council 
undertake a community governance review with a view to increasing the size of the 
parish council from seven to nine members. 

The District Council, as a principal council, must consider the request and, if 
appropriate, carry out the community governance review.
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RECOMMENDATION

That the Council:

1. Notes the request from Corby Glen Parish Council to increase the number of 
parish councillors from seven to nine;

2. Agrees to undertake a Community Governance Review for the parish of Corby 
Glen in relation to increasing the number of parish councillors only;

3. Approves the draft Terms of Reference, including the timetable and 
arrangements for public consultation, set out in appendix A of report number 
LDS273

4. Agrees that the draft and final recommendations be prepared in consultation with 
the ward member and the outcome of the review be determined at a future 
meeting of the Council

1. BACKGROUND TO REPORT;

1.1 A requesthas been received from Corby Glen Parish Council to increase the 
number of parish councillors from seven to nine.

1.2 The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007provides for 
a principal council to conduct a review of the community governance 
arrangements of parish councils within its area. 

1.3 A community governance review is a review of the whole or part of a district to 
consider one or more of the following:

a) Creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes;
b) The naming of parishes and the style of new parishes;
c) The electoral arrangements for parishes – the ordinary year of election,  

council size, the number of councillors to be elected and parish warding 
arrangements;

d) Grouping parishes under a common parish council, or de-grouping parishes

1.3 Before the introduction of the Local Government and Public Involvement in 
Health Act 2007 (the Act), district councils had power to vary the number of 
councillors on parish councils by making an Order. Procedures were not 
prescriptive and the size of parish councils or other parish electoral 
arrangements could be varied as required.  The procedures prescribed in the 
Act for community governance reviews are required to be followed in all cases.  

1.4 Section 93 of the Act allows a Principal Council to decide how to undertake 
such a review so long as it complies with the duties set out in the Act.

1.4 If, following a review, the Council decides that changes should be made to the 
electoral arrangements then they may make an Order giving effect to those 



changes from the date of the next ordinary parish council elections (in this 
instance May 2019).

1.6 The reviewwill formally commence on the date that the terms of reference are 
published. The community governance review must be completed within 12 
months of this date.

1.7 There are no rules relating to the councillor/elector ratio for parish councils. 
There is no maximum number however no parish council should have fewer 
than five councillors.  The Department for Communities and Local Government 
reports that typically parish councils have the following number of councillors 
based on the number of electors within the parish:

 Less than 500 electors – between 5 and 8 councillors
 Between 501 and 2500 electors – between 6 and 12 councillors

1.8 Table 1 shows the parish councils with the closest electorate to Corby Glen.  It 
also shows the number of councillors each has and the elector/councillor ratio. 
Electorate figures are taken from the published electoral register for 1 
December 2017.

Table 1

Parish No. of 
electors

No. of 
councillors

Elector/
Councillor 

ratio
Barkston and Syston 551 9 61
Castle Bytham 616 9 68
Folkingham 654 7 93
Tallington 660 7 94
Harlaxton 681 7 97
Ropsley and District 674 8 84
Rippingale 725 7 104
Allington 792 7 113
Corby Glen 851 7 122
Billingborough 1,081 9 120
Caythorpe 1,063 11 97
Claypole 1,094 9 122

1.9 Based on the current electorate and the proposed increased number of 9 
councillors for the Corby Glen parish, the elector/councillor ratio would be 95.

1.10 In its request to the Council, Corby Glen has stated that it would like to increase 
the number of councillors based on the increase in electorate over the recent 
years, including the building of three new estates over the last 20 years.  

Table 2 shows the electorate totals for the Corby Glen parish.

Table 2

Parish 1997 electorate 2007 electorate 2017 electorate
Corby Glen 552 772 851



1.12 Proposed Community Governance Review Timetable

If the Council resolves to undertake a Community Governance Review for the 
Corby Glen parish, the table below shows the proposed timetable for the 
review:

Action Timetable Outline of Actions
Start of Review – 
publication of terms 
of reference

5 March 2018 Subject to Council 
approval – publication 
of terms of reference 
and notification of 
stakeholders

Consultation 5 March 2018 – 11 May 2018
(10 week period)

Invite submissions from 
stakeholders

Preparation of Draft 
Proposals

14 May 2018 – 8 June 2018
(4 week period)

Consideration of 
submissions
Draft proposals 
prepared and 
published

Consultation on Draft 
Proposals

11 June 2018 – 17 August 2018
(10 week period)

Consultation with 
stakeholders

Preparation of Final 
Recommendations 
for Council approval

20 August 2018 – 14 September 
2018 
(4 week period)

Consideration of 
submissions
Final proposals 
prepared 

Full Council decision 
and Final 
Recommendations 
published

November 2018 The Council meet to 
consider Final 
Recommendations

Effective Date of 
Order

May 2019 Effective from next 
ordinary Parish 
elections

1.13 If the Council agrees to commence a community governance review, it will need 
to approve the terms of reference attached at Appendix A.

2. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

2.1 The Council is under a duty to carry out a community governance review if it 
receives a valid community governance petition for whole or part of the 
Council’s area, unless:

 The Council has concluded a community governance review within the 
last two years which in its opinion covered the whole or a significant part 
of the area; or

 The Council is currently conducting a review of the whole, or a significant 
part of the area to which the petition or request relates.

2.2 The request received from the Parish Council does not constitute a petition and 
is a request only. The District Council may refuse to undertake a review in 
respect of such a request provided it has good reason to refuse.

3. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 



3.1 The Council is required to conduct and resource the community governance 
review. Staff resources for the review will be met from within its existing 
establishment.

4. RISK AND MITIGATION 

4.1 Risk has been considered as part of this report and no specific high risks were 
identified.

5. ISSUES ARISING FROM IMPACT ANALYSIS (EQUALITY, SAFEGUARDING 
etc.)

5.1 No equality impact analysis is required at this stage of the process.  Any 
communication as part of the required consultation will be available in 
alternative formats on request and assistance can be offered to those who 
require help.

6. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

6.1 None

7. COMMENTS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

7.1 While the Council must provide resources to conduct the community 
governance review and any subsequent order, there will be no ongoing financial 
liability to the Council.

8. COMMENTS OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

8.1 The draft terms of reference for the review have taken account of the 2010 
Guidance on Community Governance reviews issued by the Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government. The guidance reflects Part 4 of the 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and the relevant 
parts of the Local Government Act 1972.

9. COMMENTS OF OTHER RELEVANT SERVICES

9.1 None

10. APPENDICES

 Appendix A – draft Terms of Reference

11. BACKGROUND PAPERS

 Guidance on conducting community governance reviews: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/8312/1527635.pdf

 Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/28/part/4
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